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 D
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 o
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rep
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 m
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h
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e m
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 D
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 m
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 p
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e k
eelb

o
at an

d
 learn

 h
o

w
 it w

as m
ad

e read
y

 fo
r th

e
jo

u
rn

ey
. S

to
ries an

d
 so

n
g

s w
ill tak

e p
lace fro

m
 1

0
:3

0
 a.m

. –
 1

1
:3

0
 a.m

. an
d

 1
 p
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 d
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r m
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0
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 D
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e b
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 b
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 p
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 m
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u
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 m
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 p
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ailab

le A
p

ril 1
th

ro
u

g
h

 S
ep

tem
b

er 3
0

. T
h

e
office is open M

onday
through F

riday from
 8 a.m

.
until 5 p.m

. and S
aturday and

S
unday from

 8 a.m
. to 4 p.m

.
It is clo

sed
 so

m
e state

h
o

lid
ay

s.

A
B

O
U

T
 T

H
E

 A
R

E
A

:
6

,9
8

7
 acres w

ith
 3

2
 lak

es an
d

4
0

 p
o

n
d

s to
talin

g
 5

2
6

 acres
o

f w
ater fo

r fish
in

g
. T

h
ere

are six
 v

iew
in

g
 b

lin
d

s (tw
o

are w
h

eelch
air accessib

le),
sev

en
 h

ik
in

g
 trails to

talin
g

 5
m

iles, p
icn

ic area, staffed
firearm

s ran
g

e, an
d

 fish
in

g
jetties (so

m
e are w

h
eelch

air
accessib

le). T
h

e area h
as

in
terp

retiv
e p

ro
g

ram
s,

ex
h

ib
its an

d
 d

em
o

n
stratio

n
sites an

d
 is u

sed
 b

y
 b

icy
clists.

S
hanna R

aeker
N

aturalist

A
sk th

e N
atu

ralist

M
em

o
ria

l C
o

n
serv

a
tio

n
 A

rea

Q
u

estio
n

: W
h

at is th
e d

ifferen
ce b

etw
een

 a w
ild

 an
im

al, a
dom

estic anim
al and a feral anim

al? A
n

g
ela

 A
very, S

t. L
o

u
is

A
n

sw
er: W

ild
 an

im
als can

 su
rv

iv
e o

n
 th

eir o
w

n
 o

u
tsid

e. A
 b

o
b

cat is a
w

ild
 an

im
al b

ecau
se it can

 fin
d

 fo
o

d
, w

ater an
d

 sh
elter w

ith
o

u
t an

y
h

u
m

an
 h

elp
. D

o
m

estic an
im

als, lik
e a p

et h
o

u
se cat, h

av
e w

ild
 an

cesto
rs

b
u

t h
av

e b
een

 selectiv
ely

 b
red

 o
v

er tim
e fo

r a certain
 p

u
rp

o
se. D

o
m

estic
an

im
als d

ep
en

d
 o

n
 p

eo
p

le to
 p

ro
v

id
e fo

o
d

, w
ater an

d
 sh

elter fo
r th

em
.

S
o

m
etim

es a d
o

m
estic an

im
al m

ay
 b

e tu
rn

ed
 lo

o
se o

u
tsid

e. If
th

at an
im

al can
 su

rv
iv

e o
n

 its o
w

n
 w

ith
o

u
t h

u
m

an
 h

elp
, it is

called
 a feral an

im
al. A

 p
et h

o
u

se cat th
at h

as b
een

 tu
rn

ed
lo

o
se o

u
tsid

e an
d

 can
 fin

d
 fo

o
d

, w
ater an

d
 sh

elter w
ith

o
u

t h
elp

is co
n

sid
ered

 a feral cat.

B
y M

ike A
rd

u
ser, N

a
tu

ra
l H

isto
ry R

eg
io

n
a

l B
io

lo
g

ist

T
h

e m
istleto

e trad
itio

n
 –

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
, th

e k
issin

g
 o

n
e –

 seem
s to

 b
e o

n
e o

f th
o

se req
u

isite h
o

lid
ay

“stan
d

ard
s” fo

rev
er v

eiled
 in

 fo
lk

lo
re an

d
 m

y
stery

. C
o

n
triv

ed
 p

erh
ap

s b
y

 so
m

e clev
er R

o
m

eo
as a w

ay
 to

 g
ain

 th
e fav

o
r o

f h
is Ju

liet, “k
issin

g
 u

n
d

er th
e m

istleto
e” ap

p
aren

tly
 started

 cen
tu

ries
ag

o
 in

 E
u

ro
p

e, an
d

 is still w
ith

 u
s to

d
ay

. A
n

d
 so

 are th
e m

istleto
e p

lan
ts. M

y
sterio

u
s, th

at is.

F
o

r ex
am

p
le: H

av
e y

o
u

 ev
er h

eard
 o

f a M
isso

u
ri sh

ru
b

 th
at g

ro
w

s h
ig

h
 ab

o
v

e th
e g

ro
u

n
d

, b
u

t
d

o
esn

’t h
av

e its ro
o

ts in
 th

e so
il? A

n
d

 h
av

e y
o

u
 ev

er h
eard

 o
f a M

isso
u

ri sh
ru

b
 th

at su
rv

iv
es b

y
“stealin

g
” fro

m
 trees? Y

o
u

r an
sw

er, o
f co

u
rse, is y

es: m
istleto

e.

M
istleto

es are a w
id

esp
read

 g
ro

u
p

 o
f p

arasitic flo
w

erin
g

 p
lan

ts w
ith

 sev
eral h

u
n

d
red

 sp
ecies in

 th
e

N
ew

 W
o

rld
 an

d
 th

e O
ld

. O
n

ly
 o

n
e sp

ecies o
ccu

rs in
 M

isso
u

ri, w
h

ere it is restricted
 to

 b
o

tto
m

lan
d

s
an

d
 riv

ersid
es in

 th
e so

u
th

ern
 O

zark
s an

d
 p

arts o
f th

e B
o

o
th

eel. A
 sm

all, tu
fted

, b
ro

ad
-leav

ed
ev

erg
reen

 p
lan

t w
ith

 tin
y

 flo
w

ers an
d

 w
h

itish
 fru

its, o
u

r m
istleto

e is m
o

st easily
 seen

 o
n

 w
in

ter
flo

at trip
s alo

n
g

 so
m

e o
f o

u
r O

zark
 riv

ers, silh
o

u
etted

 ag
ain

st th
e sk

y
. M

istleto
es m

ak
e th

eir liv
in

g
b

y
 “tap

p
in

g
 in

to
” th

e v
ascu

lar sy
stem

 o
f trees, m

u
ch

 lik
e th

e w
ay

 w
e tap

 m
ap

le trees fo
r th

e sap
 to

m
ak

e sy
ru

p
. A

 p
lan

t’s v
ascu

lar sy
stem

 is its d
istrib

u
tio

n
 sy

stem
, b

rin
g

in
g

 w
ater an

d
 n

u
trien

ts u
p

fro
m

 th
e g

ro
u

n
d

 an
d

 sen
d

in
g

 th
e p

ro
d

u
cts o

f p
h

o
to

sy
n

th
esis (tree fo

o
d

) w
h

ere th
ey

 are n
eed

ed
.

M
istleto

es o
b

tain
 all th

eir w
ater an

d
 m

in
erals fro

m
 th

eir “h
o

st” tree, b
u

t b
ecau

se th
ey

 h
av

e g
reen

leav
es, can

 m
ak

e th
eir o

w
n

 fo
o

d
. A

m
erican

 elm
, silv

er m
ap

le, sy
cam

o
re an

d
 o

th
er b

o
tto

m
lan

d
 trees

are th
e trees m

o
st co

m
m

o
n

ly
 u

sed
 as h

o
sts in

 M
isso

u
ri.

N
ew

 m
istleto

e p
lan

ts can
 o

n
ly

 “g
et started

” o
n

 th
e y

o
u

n
g

er b
ran

ch
es o

f trees, w
h

ere th
e b

ark
 is th

in
an

d
 th

e m
istleto

e ro
o

ts can
 easily

 g
ro

w
 in

to
 th

e h
o

st’s v
ascu

lar tissu
e. S

eed
 d

isp
ersal d

ep
en

d
s o

n
b

ird
s (ced

ar w
ax

w
in

g
s, ro

b
in

s, b
lu

eb
ird

s an
d

 o
th

ers), w
h

o
 eat th

e stick
y

 fru
its an

d
 eith

er w
ip

e th
e

seed
s o

n
 n

earb
y

 b
ran

ch
es o

r sp
read

 th
em

 in
 th

eir d
ro

p
p

in
g

s. R
em

em
b

er: th
e fru

its are to
x

ic to
h

u
m

an
s an

d
 liv

esto
ck

, so
 if y

o
u

 h
av

e real m
istleto

e aro
u

n
d

 th
e h

o
u

se o
v

er th
e h

o
lid

ay
s, k

eep
 it

aw
ay

 fro
m

 ch
ild

ren
 an

d
 p

ets.

S
o

 y
o

u
’re read

y
 fo

r th
e h

o
lid

ay
s, rig

h
t? T

h
e d

eco
ratio

n
s are u

p
, th

e p
resen

ts are w
rap

p
ed

, th
e

h
o

lid
ay

 d
in

n
er is p

lan
n

ed
 - b

u
t h

av
e y

o
u

 d
o

n
e an

y
th

in
g

 fo
r y

o
u

r feath
ered

 frien
d

s? O
h

 su
re, th

e
feed

ers are filled
 w

ith
 b

ird
 seed

, b
u

t y
o

u
 d

o
 th

at all w
in

ter lo
n

g
. H

o
w

 ab
o

u
t m

ak
in

g
 th

is m
o

n
th

sp
ecial fo

r th
e b

ird
s th

at b
rig

h
ten

 u
p

 y
o

u
r y

ard
. W

h
at can

 y
o

u
 d

o
? T

ry
 d

eco
ratin

g
 a tree o

r sh
ru

b
 in

y
o

u
r y

ard
 ju

st fo
r th

em
! H

ere’s h
o

w
:

B
y T

o
m

 M
eister, W

ild
life D

a
m

a
g

e B
io

lo
g

ist, a
n

d
 M

a
rk G

ru
eb

er, U
rb

a
n

 F
o

rester

A
s th

e h
o

lid
ay

s w
in

d
 d

o
w

n
 each

 y
ear, w

e are left w
ith

 a tree an
d

 a q
u

estio
n

: “W
h

at can
 I d

o
w

ith
 it?” T

h
e an

sw
er is recy

clin
g

 y
o

u
r tree. O

n
e o

f th
e easiest w

ay
s is to

 m
ak

e a b
ru

sh
 p

ile in
y

o
u

r b
ack

y
ard

. N
early

 all an
im

als n
eed

 co
v

er to
 escap

e fro
m

 p
red

ato
rs, rest in

 safety
, n

est an
d

raise th
eir y

o
u

n
g

. B
ru

sh
 p

iles rep
resen

t an
 im

p
o

rtan
t co

v
er to

 sev
eral sp

ecies o
f sm

all m
am

m
als,

g
ro

u
n

d
-n

estin
g

 b
ird

s, am
p

h
ib

ian
s an

d
 rep

tiles. D
iscard

ed
 C

h
ristm

as trees, w
ith

o
u

t tin
sel, m

ak
e

id
eal b

ru
sh

 p
iles th

at w
ill last sev

eral y
ears. T

o
 m

ak
e th

em
 ev

en
 m

o
re effectiv

e, p
lace an

 o
ld

 p
allet

o
r sim

ilar m
aterial o

n
 th

e g
ro

u
n

d
 an

d
 p

ile th
e trees o

n
 to

p
.

P
ro

p
er p

lacem
en

t o
f b

ru
sh

 p
iles allo

w
s relativ

ely
 safe access to

 fo
o

d
 so

u
rces an

d
 p

erm
its w

ild
life

to
 fo

rag
e o

v
er a larg

e area. B
ru

sh
 p

iles sh
o

u
ld

 b
e p

laced
 at in

terv
als n

ear feed
in

g
 areas, alo

n
g

 field
b

o
rd

ers an
d

 w
ith

in
 id

le field
s. A

v
o

id
 th

e b
o

tto
m

s o
f d

rain
ag

es an
d

 lo
w

 sp
o

ts w
h

ere w
ater m

ig
h

t
ren

d
er th

e b
ru

sh
 p

ile u
seless.

If y
o

u
 h

av
e a p

o
n

d
 o

r lak
e o

r if th
ere is o

n
e in

 y
o

u
r n

eig
h

b
o

rh
o

o
d

, b
ru

sh
 p

iles also
 can

 p
ro

v
id

e
im

p
o

rtan
t h

ab
itat fo

r fish
. T

h
ey

 to
o

 n
eed

 co
v

er so
 th

ey
 can

 escap
e fro

m
 p

red
ato

rs an
d

 rest in
safety

.

If y
o

u
 d

o
n

’t h
av

e a p
o

n
d

 o
r an

 area to
 b

u
ild

 a b
ru

sh
 p

ile, y
o

u
 can

 still co
n

trib
u

te to
 recy

clin
g

 an
d

im
p

ro
v

in
g

 w
ild

life h
ab

itat b
y

 b
rin

g
in

g
 y

o
u

r tree to
 R

o
ck

w
o

o
d

s R
eserv

atio
n

. W
e w

ill u
se so

m
e o

f
th

e trees to
 co

n
stru

ct b
ru

sh
 p

iles fo
r w

ild
life h

ab
itat o

n
 o

u
r area. T

h
e rem

ain
in

g
 trees w

ill b
e

ch
ip

p
ed

 in
to

 m
u

lch
 th

at w
ill b

e av
ailab

le to
 th

e p
u

b
lic fo

r free! M
u

lch
in

g
 y

o
u

r tree is o
n

e o
f th

e
b

est p
rev

en
tiv

e treatm
en

ts ag
ain

st in
sect an

d
 d

isease attack
. M

o
st in

sects an
d

 d
iseases th

at are
h

arm
fu

l to
 p

lan
ts are o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ists, th

at is, th
ey

 can
 o

n
ly

 su
ccessfu

lly
 attack

 p
lan

ts th
at are u

n
d

er
stress. P

ro
p

er m
u

lch
in

g
 h

elp
s to

 m
ain

tain
 a m

o
re co

n
stan

t so
il tem

p
eratu

re an
d

 h
elp

s to
 h

o
ld

m
o

istu
re d

u
rin

g
 d

ry
 p

erio
d

s. M
u

lch
in

g
 also

 recy
cles im

p
o

rtan
t n

u
trien

ts b
ack

 in
to

 th
e so

il as it
d

eco
m

p
o

ses. A
ll o

f th
is h

elp
s k

eep
 y

o
u

r ro
o

ts “h
ap

p
y

” an
d

 m
ak

es fo
r a h

ealth
ier tree.

B
efo

re d
ro

p
p

in
g

 o
ff y

o
u

r tree fo
r recy

clin
g

, p
lease rem

o
v

e tin
sel, o

rn
am

en
ts an

d
 th

e p
lastic b

ag
 in

w
h

ich
 y

o
u

 tran
sp

o
rted

 it. F
o

r a list o
f n

earb
y

 sites w
h

ere y
o

u
 can

 recy
cle y

o
u

r tree o
r fo

r ad
d

itio
n

al
in

fo
rm

atio
n

, co
n

tact R
o

ck
w

o
o

d
s R

eserv
atio

n
 at (6

3
6

) 4
5

8
-2

2
3

6
.

B
y R

h
o

n
d

a
 A

n
d

erso
n

, In
terp

retive P
ro

g
ra

m
s S

u
p

erviso
r

-tie a p
iece o

f strin
g

 o
n

to
 a p

in
eco

n
e

-sp
read

 cream
y

 p
ean

u
t b

u
tter

all o
v

er th
e p

in
eco

n
e

-ro
ll in

 b
ird

seed
 till co

v
ered

-h
an

g
 o

n
 a tree b

ran
ch

 o
r fro

m
 a sh

ru
b

-strin
g

 raisin
s, p

ean
u

ts in
 th

e
sh

ell, cran
b

erries, o
r sm

all p
ieces

o
f ap

p
le, o

ran
g

e o
r o

th
er fru

it,
an

d
 w

rap
 th

e strin
g

s aro
u

n
d

 a
tree o

r sh
ru

b
 in

 th
e y

ard
.

-cu
t w

ire an
d

 m
ak

e in
to

 a circle,
b

en
d

 en
d

s o
v

er so
 th

ey
 can

 b
e h

o
o

k
ed

to
g

eth
er w

h
en

 fin
ish

ed
-carefu

lly
 p

u
sh

 cran
b

erries o
r

sm
all fru

it o
n

to
 th

e w
ire

-h
o

o
k

 en
d

s to
g

eth
er an

d
 h

an
g

D
O

 N
O

T
 u

se b
read

, cereal o
r ch

eese p
u

ffs. A
lth

o
u

g
h

 th
ese m

ay
 b

e fillin
g

 fo
r th

e b
ird

s, th
ey

 h
av

e little n
u

tritio
n

al v
alu

e an
d

 can
cau

se a b
ird

 to
 starv

e to
 d

eath
 o

n
 a fu

ll sto
m

ach
. D

o
n

’t fo
rg

et th
e w

ater! E
v

en
 in

 th
e w

in
ter, b

ird
s still n

eed
 to

 d
rin

k
 w

ater. Y
o

u
 can

b
u

y
 a h

eater fo
r y

o
u

r b
ird

 b
ath

 o
r p

u
t o

u
t a sh

allo
w

 d
ish

 o
f w

ater th
at can

 b
e easily

 th
aw

ed
 o

u
t an

d
 th

e w
ater ch

an
g

ed
.
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Rockwoods
Reservation...

Things to Do:

How to register for a                           program
Reservations are required unless otherwise specified. Reservations will be taken Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Programs are intended for individuals and families
only. If you are unable to attend a program, please call and cancel your reservations as a courtesy to those on our waiting list. Please limit requests to two programs per month,
with only one to include an Ages 3-5 program. Please be prompt. Arrival after 10 minutes may exclude you from the program. Interpreting services are available for people with
hearing loss, with five days advance notice. If you are unable to attend, please cancel by calling:  Rockwoods ext. 0; Powder Valley ext. 0; and Busch ext. 307.

For reservations, call (636) 458 - 2236 For reservations, call (636) 441 - 4554 For reservations, call (314) 301 - 1500

Owl Prowl
Wednesday 7 p.m. – 9 p.m.

(All Ages) Whooo is calling in
the woods? Join us for an
introduction to Missouri’s
resident owls and winter visitors.
Then take a stroll on the Fallen
Oak Trail to listen and,
hopefully, call in some owls
close to us. Warm clothing is a
must for the walk portion of this
program. (Reservations begin
November 26.)

Gifts from Nature
Saturday 10 a.m. – Noon

(All Ages) Join us for this informal, go at your own
pace program, using natural materials to create holiday
gifts and decorations. (Reservations begin November
28.)

Rudolph’s Friends
in Missouri

Tuesday 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. &
11 a.m. – Noon

(Ages 3-6) What do the deer in Missouri have in
common with reindeer? What’s the difference? Join us
to learn these and other en“deer”ing facts. (Reservations
begin December 2.)

Snow Watch
Wednesday 10 a.m. – 11 a.m.

(Ages 9-12) Why do certain animals hibernate? Learn
the world of winter birds and mammals. Anticipate
winter with the same enthusiasm as summer.
(Reservations begin December 3.)

Carnivores and Raptors
of Missouri

Thursday 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

(Ages 7-12) Come learn about
Missouri’s most effective hunters.
The meat-eating mammals and
birds of prey are beautiful and
highly specialized animals at the
top of their food chains. Find out
why it is so important that we
protect these efficient predators.
(Reservations begin December 4.)

Christmas at Camp Wood
Saturday 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

(All Ages) Learn more about the Lewis and Clark camp,
crew and keelboat. See Powder Valley page for more
information. (Reservations for stories and songs begin
November 21.)

Oh Christmas Tree,
Oh Christmas Tree,

However GREEN Your Branches
Saturday 10 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. &

1 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

(All Ages) Learn another energy-saving option for your
Christmas tree. We will “make” a Christmas tree from
recycled materials and raffle it off to one of the
participants of this program. (Reservations begin
November 21.)

Traveling the
Lewis & Clark Trail

Monday 1 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

(Adults) A volunteer naturalist who traveled the Lewis
& Clark trail with his wife wishes to share his
experiences. (Reservations begin November 24 and
December 8, respectively.)

Owl Pellet Investigators
Wednesday 3 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

(Ages 7-12) Identify what an owl eats by investigating
what’s inside an owl pellet. Frontiers Connection # 38.
(Reservations begin November 26.)

HOMESCHOOL PROGRAM
Holiday Herps for

Homeschoolers
Thursday 10:30 a.m. – Noon
(Families) Get a behind the scenes look at Powder
Valley’s Herp Room to learn about the reptiles and
amphibians of Missouri. Enjoy a slide show,
discovery tables and crafts. Children must be
accompanied by an adult. (Reservations begin
November 26.)

Holiday Songs at the Hearth
Saturday Noon – 2 p.m.
(All Ages) Come sing traditional holiday songs, some
with a conservation theme. (Reservations begin
November 28.)

Hands-on Herps
Monday 9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m.:  Ages 7-12

12:30 p.m. – 2 p.m.:  Ages 13-17
Get a behind the scenes look at Powder Valley’s Herp
Room. Learn about Missouri’s amphibians and reptiles
while enjoying a slide show, discovery tables and crafts.
(Reservations begin December 15.)

The Powder Valley
Conservation Nature Center

building and trails will close at
1 p.m. on December 24 &

December 31, 2003.

The gift shop will close at Noon,
so please shop early!

Clark Trail Hike
Saturday 9 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
(Adults) Join us for an invigorating winter hike through
the forests at the Weldon Spring Conservation Area. We
will be looking for signs of animals that spend the
winter here. A snow cover will help in preserving
animal tracks for identification during the hike.
(Reservations begin December 5.)

Holiday Wreath
for the Birds

Sunday 1 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.

(All Ages) Get in the holiday spirit and help feed the
birds by crafting a natural wreath with lots of edible
goodies for our feathered friends. Materials provided.
(Reservations begin November 24.)

The Rocks of Rockwoods
Saturday 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.

(Ages 10 & up ) For those interested in natural geology,
there are few places quite as fascinating as Rockwoods
Reservation. We will explore the area’s unique
environment and learn about history, plants, wildlife and
geology. Please wear warm clothes and hiking boots and
bring drinking water. (No reservations necessary.)

is in western St.
Louis County. It
was established
in 1938 by a
group of St. Louis
businessmen headed by A.P. Greensfelder. Other
gifts and purchases have increased the area to its
present size of 1,843 acres. Today, Rockwoods
Reservation is operated as an area for conservation
education. We encourage day-use by the general
public, school groups and organizations.

Rockwoods harbors a rich diversity of plant and
animal life, as well as springs, caves and rock
formations. Cool, moist, north-facing ravines and
lush creek bottoms contrast with the nearby arid,
rocky ridge tops and south slopes. The terrain is
reminiscent of the Ozark hills and, indeed, many
plants and animals found in hill country are also
found here.

Although located near metropolitan St. Louis,
raccoons, coyotes, turkeys, songbirds, chipmunks
and snakes are common here, as are possum, fox,
bobcat and deer.

Wildlife plantings, brush piles and the control of
wildfires are management tools used to maintain
and increase the wildlife population on the area.

Interpretive signs throughout the area point out
special features or demonstration areas, such as
butterfly gardening, birdfeeding, prairie habitat,
mining and quarrying and the history of lime kilns.
The Education Center contains exhibits and
information about the forest, fish and wildlife
resources of Missouri.

* Camping.
For organized youth groups and Scouts
by reservation only.

* Hiking.
* Self-guided nature trails.
* Nature study and birdwatching.
* Outdoor photography.
* Picnicking.


